The Saint in Georgia, USA
From Friday, February 22 to Sunday, March
3, two first-class relics
will travel from the Basilica of Saint Anthony in
Padua, Italy, to the Diocese of Savannah in the
state of Georgia, USA.
One of the relics is the
Saint’s Floating Rib, which
was venerated by both the
then-Archbishop of Buenos Aires Jorge Maria Bergoglio (now Pope Francis)
in the Cathedral of Buenos
Aires in the year 2000, and
by Sister Lucia of Fatima
in her convent at Coimbra, Portugal, in 1995, the
800th anniversary of St.
Anthony’s birth. The relics
will be brought by Friar
Bortolino Maistrello, OFM
Conv.
The Bishop of Savannah, Gregory Hartmayer,
OFM Conv., has informed
us that “Our diocese is
Christian and Muslim religious leaders in Egypt and
throughout the Middle East
to join in building “a new
civilization of peace” by declaring together “a firm and
clear ‘no’ to every form of violence, vengeance and hatred
carried out in the name of
religion and in the name of
God,” and to “affirm the incompatibility of violence and
faith, belief and hatred.” The
Pope’s words drew applause.
The Muslim leaders applauded again when he told them
that “what is needed are
peacemakers, not fomenters
of conflict; firefighters not arsonists; preachers of reconciliation and not instigators of
destruction.”
The Vatican II document
Nostra Aetate (Declaration
on the Relation of the Church

the largest east of the
Mississippi River. We have
38,000 square miles.”
This relic visit will therefore be an “on the road”
tour as the relics will visit
churches in each of the
seven diocesan deaneries: Albany, Augusta,
Columbus, Macon, Savannah, Statesboro, and
Valdosta/Brunswick.
The tour visits may
include the following
parishes: Cathedral of St
John the Baptist in Savannah; Resurrection of Our
Lord in Savannah; St. Peter Claver in Macon; St
Joseph in Macon; St Anne
in Columbus; Holy Family
in Columbus; St Teresa of
Avila in Grovetown; Most
Holy Trinity in Augusta; St
Mary on the Hill Augusta;
St Matthew in Statesboro;
St John the Evangelist in
Valdosta; St Francis Xavier
with Non-Christian Religions), states, “The Church
regards with esteem also the
Moslems. They adore the one
God, living and subsisting in
Himself; merciful and all-powerful, the Creator of heaven
and earth, who has spoken to
men […] Since in the course
of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have arisen
between Christians and Moslems, this sacred synod urges
all to forget the past and to
work sincerely for mutual understanding and to preserve as
well as to promote together for
the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare,
as well as peace and freedom.”
To quote one of Pope
Francis’ strongest points made
during the meeting in al-Azhar
University in Cairo, “The only
alternative to the civility of en-

in Brunswick; St Teresa in
Albany; and St Joseph in
Macon.
The tour will take
place one week before the
start of Lent, which begins
on March 6. The veneration of the holy relics is
spiritual preparation for a
deep and meaningful Lentcounter is the incivility of conflict; there is no other way.”
It is, in fact, much better to
welcome than to exclude.

Host Desecration
Last Sunday a tiny fragment of a host that had
been handed to me by our
parish priest fell from my
hands, and I was not able
to recover it. What should
we do when such things
happen?
W.R.;
San Francisco, Cal.; USA.
Catholic doctrine states
that Christ is present in the Eucharist as long as the reasonable appearance of bread and
wine is there. The theological
expression is that Christ is pres-

en journey towards Christ.
Please visit our website
(www.saintanthonyof padua.net) for the updated
list of scheduled parishes,
or contact our organizer in
the USA, Tom Muscatello,
by phone at 914.263.8841
or via email at anthonianassociation@gmail.com
ent “under the species of bread
and wine.” The Latin word
species means “that which can
be seen,” or “that which makes
manifest.”
Therefore, when the species
of bread and wine are no longer there, as for example when
a tiny fragment of the host falls
to the ground or on some object
or clothing, the body of Christ is
no longer present.
The Church wants us to
deal with the sacraments with
the eyes of faith, but also with
common sense and in a humane way. So don’t worry
about tiny particles that may
have fallen or adhered to clothing or fingers. This kind of
scrupulosity is unnecessary and
may actually distract from the
attitude of love and devotion
that should surround our reception of the Eucharist.
✦
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